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I. Statement of Position

Federal marijuana prohibition should have ended long ago. Tax it 
and regulate it like alcohol. That is the policy. It is not complicated,
it is not radical, and the only reason it has not happened is that 
Congress has been too timid to catch up with the American public, 
which has been ahead of it for years.

People are already using marijuana. States have already legalized 
it. The federal government is behind the curve — and while it 
dithers, people are sitting in federal and state prisons for 
something that is legal in half the country. That is not justice. That 
is a policy failure. I will vote to end it.

II. Where We Are

As of 2026, the majority of U.S. states have legalized marijuana for 
recreational or medical use, or both. Tens of millions of Americans 
use it legally under state law. State and local governments are 
collecting billions in tax revenue from regulated sales. The 
cannabis industry employs hundreds of thousands of workers.

And yet marijuana remains a Schedule I controlled substance 
under federal law — classified alongside heroin, above cocaine, as 
having no accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse. This 
classification is not supported by science. It is a relic of the War on 
Drugs, a policy regime that has been one of the most expensive, 
racially discriminatory, and demonstrably ineffective public policy 
experiments in American history.

The contradiction between federal law and the reality on the 
ground creates real harm every day: cannabis businesses operating
legally under state law cannot access federal banking services, 
forcing them to operate in cash. Workers in the cannabis industry 
are denied federal employment. And people convicted under 
federal marijuana statutes serve time for conduct that would be 
entirely legal across the street in a legal state.

III. The Common Sense Case

Legalization means regulation. Regulation means safety standards,
age limits, labeling requirements, and tax revenue. Prohibition 
means cartels profit, criminal records accumulate for possession, 
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and the government collects nothing while spending billions on 
enforcement.

We solved this problem before. Alcohol prohibition ended in 1933. 
We built a regulatory framework. We set age limits. We established
standards for production and sale. We taxed it. The system is not 
perfect, but it functions. There is no principled reason why the 
same framework cannot govern marijuana — a substance that by 
every available measure is less harmful than alcohol.

Every dollar spent enforcing marijuana prohibition is a dollar not 
spent on actual public safety — on investigating violent crime, on 
combating the opioid epidemic, on keeping communities safe from 
harms that are real and serious. Every person locked up for a 
marijuana-related offense is a person whose life has been 
disrupted, whose family has been affected, and whose future has 
been narrowed for no good reason.

IV. The Racial Justice Dimension

Federal marijuana prohibition has not been enforced neutrally. 
Study after study has documented that Black and brown Americans
are arrested, prosecuted, and incarcerated for marijuana 
offenses at dramatically higher rates than white Americans, 
despite comparable rates of use across racial groups. The War on 
Drugs was built in part on racial anxiety and has been administered 
in a manner that reflects and compounds existing racial inequities 
in the criminal justice system.

Legalization without expungement is incomplete justice. The people 
who bore the cost of this policy — disproportionately communities 
of color — deserve to have those records cleared. A criminal 
conviction for marijuana possession should not follow someone 
for the rest of their life for conduct that is now legal. The law 
changed. The records must change with it.

V. What I Will Fight For

• Federal descheduling of marijuana, removing it from the 
Controlled Substances Act entirely and ending federal 
prohibition.

• A federal regulatory framework modeled on alcohol 
regulation: age limits, licensed producers and retailers, 
safety and labeling standards, and restrictions on 
advertising targeting minors.

• Federal excise taxes on marijuana sales, with revenue 
directed to education, healthcare, infrastructure, and 
community reinvestment in areas most harmed by prohibition 
enforcement.
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• Mandatory expungement of federal marijuana convictions for
possession and low-level offenses, and federal incentives for 
states to do the same.

• Release of individuals currently serving federal sentences 
for marijuana offenses that would no longer be criminal 
under the new law.

• Resolution of the federal banking problem, allowing cannabis
businesses operating legally under state law to access 
banking services without federal penalty.

• Investment in communities — particularly communities of color 
— that were disproportionately harmed by decades of 
prohibition enforcement, funded in part by marijuana tax 
revenue.

VI. Conclusion

This is a common sense issue. The science does not support Schedule 
I classification. The public does not support continued prohibition. 
The states have moved on. The only thing keeping federal marijuana 
prohibition in place is institutional inertia and the lingering 
influence of a failed policy framework that has caused far more 
harm than it ever prevented.

Legalize it. Tax it. Regulate it. Expunge the records. Use the revenue
for something useful. This should have been done long ago. I will 
vote for it.
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