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I. Statement of Position

We have one planet. That is not a rhetorical flourish. It is the 
defining constraint of every other policy decision any government 
will ever make. No amount of economic growth matters if we 
destroy the natural systems that sustain all life. No jobs program, 
no infrastructure bill, no tax cut means anything on a dead planet.

Federal policy must reflect this reality. I will fight for strong 
environmental protections, investment in clean energy, and the 
reversal of every rollback the current administration has imposed 
on the agencies and regulations that stand between us and 
irreversible ecological harm.

II. Where I Come From

ʻI have lived in Ocean View on the Big Island of Hawai i since 2014. 
The ecology here is unlike anywhere else on Earth. Species that 
exist nowhere else on the planet. Coral reefs. Rainforests. 
Volcanic landscapes that are still actively forming beneath our 
feet. You do not have to be a scientist to understand that this place 
is worth protecting. You only have to open your eyes.

What I see instead from Washington is a government that treats the
environment as an obstacle to profit. That posture is not just 
shortsighted. It is a betrayal of every generation that will come 
after us. It has to stop.

III. The Federal Responsibility

Environmental protection is not a state issue. Pollution does not 
respect state lines. Climate change does not care about 
congressional districts. The ocean that surrounds these islands 
connects us to every other coastline on the planet. What happens 
to the reef off Kona is connected to what happens in the Gulf of 
Mexico, the South Pacific, and the Arctic.

The federal government has both the constitutional authority and 
the moral obligation to protect what all Americans share: clean 
air, clean water, a stable climate, and functioning ecosystems. 
These are not luxuries. They are the foundation of everything else. 
You cannot raise healthy children breathing poisoned air. You 
cannot sustain an agricultural economy with depleted soil and 
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contaminated water. You cannot build a tourism economy on 
bleached reefs and eroded coastlines.

The Trump administration has systematically dismantled the 
Environmental Protection Agency, withdrawn from international 
climate commitments, reopened protected lands to extraction, and 
reversed rules governing air and water quality that took decades 
of scientific work and public advocacy to establish. This is not 
deregulation. It is destruction. And Congress must answer for 
allowing it.

ʻIV. The Stakes for Hawai i

The Hawaiian Islands face environmental pressures that are both a 
preview of what the rest of the nation will experience and a crisis 
in their own right:

• Sea level rise and coastal erosion threaten communities, 
infrastructure, and cultural sites across every island in the 
chain.

• Coral bleaching driven by ocean warming has devastated 
reefs that took thousands of years to form and that entire 
ecosystems — and fishing industries — depend upon.

• Invasive species, accelerated by climate disruption and 
inadequate federal biosecurity funding, are destroying native 
forests and the endemic species that inhabit them.

• Freshwater availability is increasingly precarious on islands 
where aquifer recharge depends on intact forest watersheds 
now under threat.

• Volcanic emissions on the Big Island create air quality 
challenges that intersect with federal clean air policy in 
ways that require federal engagement, not federal 
indifference.

V. What I Will Fight For

I will advocate for the following in Congress:

• Full restoration and strengthening of the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s authority, staffing, and enforcement 
capacity — reversing every cut imposed by the current 
administration.

• Rejoining and strengthening international climate 
commitments, including binding emissions reduction targets 
with real enforcement mechanisms.

• Federal investment in clean energy infrastructure: solar, 
wind, geothermal, and emerging technologies that can 
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replace fossil fuel dependence while creating good-paying 
jobs.

• Protection of federal public lands, marine sanctuaries, and 
wilderness areas from extraction, development, and 
exploitation. What is protected must stay protected.

• Strengthened Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act 
enforcement, with penalties that actually deter violations 
rather than being treated as a cost of doing business.

• Climate resilience funding for coastal communities, with 
particular attention to island states and territories that 
face existential risk from sea level rise.

• Opposition to any legislation — from any party — that trades 
our children’s future for short-term profit margins or 
campaign contributions from extractive industries.

VI. The Bottom Line

One planet. That is all we get. I intend to fight for it like our 
grandchildren’s lives depend on it — because they do. The 
environment is not one issue among many. It is the condition under 
which all other issues exist. A Congress that fails to protect it has 
failed at the most fundamental level.

I have watched the lava fields of the Big Island slowly being 
reclaimed by life. I have seen what resilience looks like when 
nature is given the chance to do its work. What nature cannot do is 
recover from willful neglect enabled by a government in the 
service of the wrong interests. That is where Congress comes in. 
That is where I come in.
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