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In the Congress of the United States

119th Congress  •  Second Session

Article of Impeachment
Article I

Incitement to Defiance of the Federal Judiciary

and Breach of the Constitutional Oath of Office

Against

James David Vance
Vice President of the United States

Resolved,  That James David Vance, Vice President of the United States, is

impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors, and that the following Article
of Impeachment be exhibited to the United States Senate:

I.  Constitutional Foundation

Article  II,  Section  1  of  the  Constitution  requires that  the  Vice  President,
before  entering  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  shall  take  an  oath  to
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. That oath
is not ceremonial.  The Constitution whose preservation the Vice President
swears to uphold includes, as its most foundational structural principle, the
separation of powers and the authority of the federal courts — established in
Marbury v. Madison (1803) and unbroken for more than two centuries — to
determine whether acts of the executive branch comport with the law.

A Vice President who publicly and repeatedly urges the executive branch to
defy this foundational principle — who advocates from his office that the
President treat court orders as optional, and who invokes the example of
Andrew Jackson's defiance of the Supreme Court as a model for executive
conduct — has violated his oath of office and committed acts constituting high
crimes and misdemeanors within the meaning of Article II,  Section 4 of the
Constitution.

II.  Statement of Facts

James David Vance, Vice President of the United States and a graduate of Yale
Law School, has engaged in a documented, sustained, and deliberate campaign
— spanning from his pre-office public statements through his conduct as Vice
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President — to undermine public confidence in the federal judiciary and to
encourage executive defiance of judicial authority. Specifically:

1.  In or about 2021, while campaigning for the United States Senate, James
David Vance publicly stated that a future President should adopt the
example of President Andrew Jackson and say of a court ruling: 'The
chief justice has made his ruling. Now let him enforce it.' This statement
was made by a law school graduate who understood precisely what he
was advocating: that the President should treat lawful orders of the
federal courts as non-binding. It reflects a pre-formed intent to subvert
judicial authority that Vance carried into the Vice Presidency.

2.   On or about February 9,  2025,  while serving as Vice President,  at a
moment when the executive branch was subject to nearly fifty pending
federal lawsuits and multiple outstanding court orders, James David
Vance  publicly  posted:  'Judges  aren't  allowed  to  control  the
executive's  legitimate  power.'  This  statement  was  made  with  full
knowledge of the pending proceedings and the administration's posture
of resistance to those orders.  It  was a signal — broadcast from the
office of the Vice President — that the administration regarded court
orders  as  subject  to  executive  discretion  rather  than  binding  as  a
matter of law.

3.   The  statement  was  immediately  and  universally  recognized  by
constitutional law scholars, former federal judges, and members of
Congress of both parties as an assault upon the foundational principle
of judicial review. Senator Adam Schiff responded: 'JD, we both went to
law school. But we don't have to be lawyers to know that ignoring court
decisions we don't like puts us on a dangerous path to lawlessness. We
just have to swear an oath to the constitution. And mean it.'

4.  In 2023 and 2024, Vance publicly stated that if a court ruled against
presidential authority over the civil service, 'that is the constitutional
crisis'  —  inverting  the  constitutional  order  to  characterize  judicial
review itself as the crisis. As Vice President, he amplified that framing
from the nation's second-highest office, providing political cover for an
administration actively resisting judicial authority.

5.  By making these statements while serving as Vice President, at a moment
when the executive branch was engaged in active resistance to court
orders, James David Vance used the authority and platform of his office
to legitimize and encourage defiance of the federal judiciary, thereby
breaching  his sworn  obligation to preserve,  protect and defend the
Constitution of the United States.
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III.  Legal Analysis

The oath of office is not a formality.  Its breach is among the most serious
offenses a constitutional officer can commit.  James David Vance swore to
defend  the  Constitution,  which  includes  as  its  most  essential  feature  a
judiciary empowered to determine whether executive action comports with
law. A Vice President who publicly and repeatedly urges that the executive
need not comply with judicial rulings — who does so from his office, before a
national audience, in the midst of an administration actively resisting court
orders — has betrayed the oath he swore and has committed an act injurious to
the constitutional order itself.

The Framers understood that the constitutional order could be destroyed not
by dramatic acts of force alone but by the patient erosion of its foundational
principles. James David Vance has undertaken that erosion from the second-
highest  office  in  the  land.  That  conduct  constitutes  high  crimes  and
misdemeanors within the meaning of Article II, Section 4 of the Constitution.

IV.  Conclusion

Wherefore, James David Vance, by such conduct, warrants impeachment and
trial, removal from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of
honor, trust, or profit under the United States.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Guithues
Candidate, Hawaii's 2nd Congressional District

State of Hawaii


