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In the Congress of the United States

119th Congress  •  Second Session

Article of Impeachment
Article IV

Unlawful Acts of War, Extrajudicial Killing,

and the Forcible Abduction of a Head of State

Without Congressional Authorization

Against

Donald John Trump
President of the United States

Resolved,   That  Donald  John  Trump,  President  of  the  United  States,  is

impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors, and that the following Article
of Impeachment be exhibited to the United States Senate:

I.  Constitutional Foundation

Article  I,  Section  8  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  vests  in  the
Congress the exclusive power to declare war. The War Powers Resolution of
1973 requires the President to notify Congress within 48 hours of committing
United States Armed Forces to hostilities and prohibits the continuation of
combat operations beyond 60 days without congressional authorization. The
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution prohibits the deprivation of life without
due process of law. The laws of war, binding upon the United States through
treaty and customary international law, prohibit the killing of survivors and
non-combatants, extrajudicial execution, and the forcible removal of heads
of state absent a lawful declaration of war.

President  Donald  John  Trump  has  violated  each  of  these  provisions  —
committing  acts  of  war  without  congressional  authorization,  directing  or
permitting the killing of shipwrecked survivors and civilians without legal
justification, and ordering the forcible abduction of the sitting head of state
of  a  sovereign  nation  —  conduct  that  constitutes  high  crimes  and
misdemeanors and, in its most extreme elements, potential war crimes under
the laws of the United States and the law of nations.

II.  Statement of Facts
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Beginning  in  September  2025  and  culminating  in  the  large-scale  military
operation of January 3, 2026, President Donald John Trump ordered, directed,
and oversaw an extended campaign of military force against the sovereign
nation  of  Venezuela,  conducted  without  a  declaration  of  war,  without
congressional authorization, and in defiance of the War Powers Resolution.
Specifically:

1.  Beginning in September 2025, President Trump ordered the United States
military to conduct a series of strikes on vessels in the Caribbean Sea
and  the  eastern  Pacific  Ocean,  alleged  to  be  engaged  in  drug
trafficking connected to Venezuela. These strikes, conducted over a
period of months,  killed at least 163 people in at least 47 separate
attacks  on  48  vessels.  These  military  operations  were  conducted
without a declaration of war and without congressional authorization,
in  violation  of  the  War  Powers  Resolution  and  the  constitutional
requirement that Congress authorize the use of military force.

2.  Reports of record, investigated by bipartisan committees of both the
Senate  and  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee,  indicate  that  the
United States military conducted  a  follow-on  attack that killed the
survivors  of  an  initial  strike  —  individuals  who  had  survived  the
destruction of their vessel and who posed no continuing threat. Time
magazine reported that experts characterized the killing of survivors,
if  confirmed,  as  murder  and  a  war  crime.  Defense  Secretary  Pete
Hegseth was identified as potentially subject to criminal charges under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice and the United States War Crimes
Act of 1996. These killings, carried out under presidential authority
and in the context of military operations ordered by President Trump,
constitute  acts  for  which  the  President  bears  constitutional
responsibility.

3.  On January 3, 2026, President Trump ordered the execution of Operation
Absolute Resolve — a large-scale military strike across Caracas, the
capital of Venezuela, involving the bombing of military infrastructure
across  northern  Venezuela  and  the  forcible  entry  into  the  private
residence of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. United States Delta
Force operators captured President Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores,
transported them out of Venezuela, and delivered them to detention in
New York City. Civilian casualties were inflicted during the operation,
including the reported death of at least one civilian in a residential
apartment building struck during the offensive.

4.  The forcible abduction of a sitting head of state of a sovereign nation —
the  removal  of  President  Maduro  from  his  own  country  by  military
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force,  without  a  declaration  of  war,  without  congressional
authorization, and without any lawful basis in domestic or international
law — constitutes an act without precedent in the modern conduct of
American foreign policy. The New York Times editorial board condemned
the attack as an act of 'latter-day imperialism' lacking 'any semblance of
international  legitimacy,  valid  legal  authority  or  domestic
endorsement.'  The  United  Nations  Security  Council  convened  an
emergency  session.  China  demanded  Maduro's  immediate  release,
characterizing the action as a 'clear violation of international law.'

5.   President  Trump  conducted  the  entire  Venezuela  military  campaign
without seeking or obtaining congressional authorization,  in explicit
defiance of the War Powers Resolution, and over the public objection of
members of Congress of both parties. The Republican-controlled Senate
twice  rejected  resolutions  that  would  have  limited  the  President's
military authority in the region. Rather than seeking authorization, the
President  proceeded  in  open  defiance  of  congressional  will  and  in
violation of the constitutional division of the war power between the
legislative and executive branches.

6.  President Trump publicly announced following the capture of President
Maduro that the United States would 'run' Venezuela and tap its oil
reserves — claiming executive authority over a sovereign nation without
constitutional basis, without congressional authorization, and for the
transparent  purpose  of  securing  economic  resources,  further
establishing that the  Venezuela operation  was motivated  at least  in
part  by  economic  interests  rather  than  solely  by  legitimate  law
enforcement or national security necessity.

III.  Legal Analysis

The constitutional allocation of the war power is among the most deliberate
and  consequential  decisions  the  Framers  made.  They  vested  the  power  to
declare  war  in  Congress  —  not  the  President  —  precisely  because  they
understood that the decision to commit the nation to armed conflict is the
gravest decision a republic can make, and that it must not rest in the hands of a
single individual. President Trump's Venezuela campaign was a war. It killed at
least  163  people.  It  bombed  a  sovereign  nation's  capital.  It  removed  that
nation's head of state by military force. By any measure of law or history, it
was an act of war — and it was conducted without the constitutional authority
the Framers required.

The killing of shipwrecked survivors — if confirmed by the ongoing bipartisan
congressional investigation — constitutes a potential war crime under the
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laws of the United States and the law of nations. The President of the United
States  bears  constitutional  responsibility  for  military  actions  conducted
under his orders.

The forcible abduction of a sitting head of state is not a law enforcement
action.  It  is  an  act  of  war  —  one  that  has  drawn  condemnation  from  the
international community, alarmed America's allies, and set a precedent that
any sitting head of state anywhere in the world may be subject to American
military  seizure  at  the  President's  personal  direction.  Senator  Andy  Kim
stated plainly that the strike 'sends a horrible and disturbing signal to other
powerful  leaders  across  the  globe  that  targeting  a  head  of  state  is
acceptable  policy  for  the  U.S.'  This  signal,  sent  without  congressional
authorization and in defiance of international law, damages the standing of
the United States in the community of nations and constitutes an abuse of
executive power of the gravest kind.

IV.  Conclusion

Wherefore, Donald John Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment and
trial, removal from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of
honor, trust, or profit under the United States.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Guithues
Candidate, Hawaii's 2nd Congressional District

State of Hawaii


