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In the Congress of the United States

119th Congress  •  Second Session

Article of Impeachment
Article I

Corrupt Abuse of the Pardon Power, Obstruction of Justice,

and Bribery Through the Corrupt Exercise of Clemency

Against

Donald John Trump
President of the United States

Resolved,   That  Donald  John  Trump,  President  of  the  United  States,  is

impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors, and that the following Article
of Impeachment be exhibited to the United States Senate:

I.  Constitutional Foundation

Article  II,  Section  2  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  grants  the
President the power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the
United States, except in cases of impeachment. This power, while broad, is not
absolute and may not be exercised corruptly. Alexander Hamilton, writing in
Federalist  No.  74,  warned  that  the  pardon  power  must  not  become  an
instrument of faction or personal self-protection. The Constitution explicitly
names Bribery in Article II, Section 4 as a ground for impeachment — and bribery
committed through the exercise of the pardon power is no less impeachable
than any other form.

President  Donald  John  Trump  has  systematically  transformed  the
constitutional  clemency  power  into  an  instrument  of  political  reward,
personal  protection, and outright financial corruption.  His conduct falls
into  three  distinct  and  documented  categories,  each  independently
constituting  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  together  constituting  a
pattern of abuse without precedent in the history of the American presidency.

II.  Statement of Facts

Category A — Political Reward: Clemency Issued to Those Who Committed 
Crimes in Service of the President’s Political Interests
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On January 20,  2025,  within hours of taking the oath of office,  President
Trump issued mass clemency to individuals charged or convicted in connection
with the January 6, 2021 assault upon the United States Capitol. Specifically,
he granted full pardons to approximately 1,270 individuals already convicted
of crimes arising from the assault — including individuals convicted of violent
assault on Capitol Police officers, seditious conspiracy, and obstruction of
the certification of the 2020 presidential election — and directed the dismissal
with prejudice of pending charges against the remaining defendants, for a
total of 1,575 individuals receiving clemency or relief. Of the 1,270 convicted,
1,009  had  pleaded  guilty,  221  were  found  guilty  at  trial,  and  40  were
convicted via stipulated trial. Of all those charged, 608 had been charged
with  assaulting  or  impeding  federal  police  officers,  174  of  whom  were
charged with using a deadly or dangerous weapon or inflicting bodily injury
upon an officer.

1.  The January 6th pardons were not acts of mercy. They were acts of
political reward issued to individuals who broke the law specifically to
keep  President  Trump  in  power.  The  self-serving  nexus  between  the
pardoned conduct and the President's own political interests is direct,
explicit,  and  publicly  stated.  Trump's  pardon  attorney,  Ed  Martin,
described the rationale as 'No MAGA left behind' — an acknowledgment
that the criterion for clemency was political loyalty rather than the
merits of individual cases.

2.  On November 9, 2025, President Trump signed a proclamation granting
preemptive pardons to 77 individuals associated with the fake electors
plot  to  overturn  the  results  of  the  2020  presidential  election  —
including his personal attorney Rudy Giuliani and former chief of staff
Mark Meadows — none of whom were facing federal charges at the time.
These preemptive pardons were designed to permanently eliminate the
legal  exposure  of  individuals  whose  cooperation  with  future
investigators could have damaged the President.

3.  President Trump pardoned more than twenty elected officials convicted
of political corruption, bribery, fraud, and abuse of public trust, on the
stated basis that they were supporters of the President or critics of his
political  opponents.  The  consistent  criterion  was  not  justice  but
loyalty — a corruption of the clemency power into a patronage system
rewarding political alignment.

Category B — Obstruction Through Clemency: Pardons Issued to Protect 
Associates Whose Legal Exposure Threatened the President
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President  Trump  used  the  pardon  power  to  protect  individuals  whose
potential cooperation with law enforcement could have produced evidence
harmful to the President, thereby converting clemency into an instrument of
obstruction of justice.

4.  President Trump pardoned Roger Stone, his long-time political advisor,
convicted of obstruction, witness tampering, and lying to Congress in
connection with the investigation into Russian interference in the 2016
election.  Stone  had  publicly  indicated  he  would  not  testify  against
Trump. His pardon rewarded that silence and removed any future legal
incentive for cooperation with investigators.

5.  President Trump pardoned Michael Flynn, his former National Security
Advisor, who pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI about his contacts with
Russian  officials.  Flynn's  cooperation  with  investigators  had  the
potential  to  expose  senior  administration  officials.  His  pardon
rewarded non-cooperation and eliminated future legal exposure that
might have incentivized testimony against the President.

6.   President  Trump  pardoned  Paul  Manafort,  his  former  campaign
chairman, convicted of financial crimes, who had initially cooperated
with investigators before withdrawing that cooperation. The pattern of
pardoning  individuals  who faced charges arising from investigations
connected  to  the  President  —  particularly  those  who  declined  or
withdrew  cooperation  —  establishes  a  documented  practice  of  using
clemency as an instrument of obstruction.

Category C — Pardons for Pay: Bribery Through the Exercise of Clemency

The most constitutionally grave category involves documented instances in
which individuals or their associates made substantial financial payments to
entities  connected  to  the  President  in  close  proximity  to  the  receipt  of
presidential  clemency  —  creating  the  documented  appearance  and  in  some
cases the documented reality of a market for pardons.

7.  In January 2026, President Trump pardoned Julio Herrera Velutini,  a
foreign billionaire charged with federal bribery offenses. In the period
preceding the pardon, Herrera Velutini's twenty-five-year-old daughter
—  whose  only  prior  political  contribution  was  twenty  dollars  to  a
Democratic presidential campaign — contributed three and a half million
dollars to a Trump super PAC. The Campaign Legal Center has formally
requested an investigation into whether Herrera Velutini was the true
source  of  this  contribution.  The  temporal  and  financial  connection
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between the multi-million-dollar payment and the pardon of a foreign
national convicted of bribery is  evidence of the precise offense  the
Constitution identifies by name as impeachable.

8.  In December 2025, President Trump pardoned Timothy Leiweke following
a  $250,000  donation  to  Trump's  inaugural  committee  by  Leiweke's
company while it was under Department of Justice scrutiny. The pardon
was pressed in a meeting between Trump and a Trump ally during a round
of golf at Mar-a-Lago. The sequence — payment, access, pardon — mirrors
the structure of the bribery offense the Constitution explicitly names
as a ground for impeachment.

9.  Lobbyists operating in proximity to the Trump administration accepted
fees  of  $300,000  and  $960,000  respectively  to  lobby  for  federal
pardons  on  behalf  of  individuals  seeking  clemency.  One  of  those
pardons was granted. The existence of a functioning commercial market
for presidential clemency — in which payment to politically-connected
intermediaries  produces  presidential  pardons  —  constitutes  a
corruption of the clemency power that the Framers explicitly identified
as impeachable bribery.

10.  The cumulative effect of President Trump's clemency practices is  a
system  in  which  financial  contribution  to  the  President's  political
interests,  political  loyalty,  and  financial  payment  to  politically-
connected  intermediaries  have  replaced  the  lawful  criteria  for
clemency. A former career Department of Justice attorney who served
as Pardon Attorney testified before the United States Senate that the
Department demonstrates 'ongoing corruption' and that its leadership
'appears  to  value  political  loyalty  above  the  fair  and  responsible
administration of justice.'

III.  Legal Analysis

The  three  categories  of  conduct  described  in  this  Article  are  each
independently  sufficient  to  constitute  impeachable  high  crimes  and
misdemeanors. Together they establish a pattern of systematic corruption of
a constitutional power that is among the most personal and least checked
granted to the President.

Category A establishes that Trump has used the pardon power as a political
patronage system. Category B establishes that he has used it to obstruct the
administration  of justice.  Category C  establishes that  he  has used  it  as  a
vehicle for bribery — the very offense the Constitution names by name in the
impeachment clause.
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Justice  Sotomayor,  dissenting  in  Trump  v.  United  States,  warned  that  the
Court's  immunity  ruling  created  conditions  under  which  a  President  who
'takes a bribe in exchange for a pardon' would be immune from prosecution.
Immunity from criminal prosecution does not mean immunity from impeachment.
The remedy the Constitution provides for precisely this conduct is the one this
Article invokes.

IV.  Conclusion

Wherefore, Donald John Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment and
trial, removal from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of
honor, trust, or profit under the United States.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Guithues
Candidate, Hawaii's 2nd Congressional District

State of Hawaii


